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Minories EC3
020 7264 7900

128-129 Minories EC3N 1PB
(Hackney Carriage Only)

Insurance Company Ltd
www.tradex.com

Hackney Carriage,
Private & Public Hire Specialist

• Monthly Instalment Plan
• Protected No Claims Bonus
• Instant Quotes /Instant Cover 
• Exclusive offer for London Hackney

Carriage policies - 25% Off your Private
Car Premiums & Free Spouse Cover

Save yourself time and money 
by talking directly to one of our 
dedicated Taxi Insurance Specialists,
or call in at one of our local offices
for an instant quote. 
Buy on-line at www.tradex.com.

Tradex Insurance Company Ltd is authorised and regulated by the FSA

Ilford
020 8911 1500

199 Ilford Lane,
Ilford IG1 2RX

Edinburgh
0131 220 9520
21 Melville Street,

Edinburgh EH3 7PE

Wakefield
01977 794311

1 Hall St, Featherstone,
Pontefract WF7 5LS

Croydon
020 8656 8215

300 Lower Addiscombe Rd,
Croydon CR0 7EZ

TAXIS

TRADEX, YOUR SHORT CUT
TO CHEAPER TAXI INSURANCE

0161 655 2000
e.mail: accounts@mbrookes.co.uk

www.mbrookes.co.uk

A GOOD
ACCOUNTANT

ISN’T EXPENSIVE;
HE’S PRICELESS!

The Private Hire Trade
Is Very Specific

It’s Financial requirements and
the way in which Finances are to

be planned are unique.

TAX SAVINGS ARE THERE
IF YOU CAN ONLY

FIND THEM
Come and talk to us!

We have an “on hand” team of dedicated
staff able to advise you on all of the
financial aspects of your business.

NATIONAL PRIVATE HIRE ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES
Hampton House, Oldham Road, Middleton, Manchester M24 1GT

FUEL FRENZY

Alternative offered amid
concerns about fossil fuels

A few years from now,
refuelling the car could
involve a trip to your
local farmer rather than
a petrol station.
Instead of the standard
filling station fare of
charcoal and cheap
plastic sunglasses,
motorists might be
offered freshly laid eggs
and bags of potatoes
when they top up their
tank.
That is the vision as
seen by Steyning firm
Blooming Futures.
According to a report in
the Brighton Argus, the
not-for-profit organisa-
tion is championing the
use of Pure Plant Oil
(PPO) as an alternative
fuel for cars and lorries.
Unlike oil pumped from
the ground, PPO is a
renewable fuel source
which absorbs the

same amount of carbon
in the growing process
as it eventually pro-
duces when it is used as
a fuel.
The idea is that farmers
grow energy crops such
as rape seed, which
they can process into
PPO on the farmyard
and sell directly to driv-
ers.
Blooming Futures has
received a £50,000
grant from the Depart-
ment of Environment,
Food and Rural Affairs
to subsidise its work
converting conventional
diesel engines so they
can run on PPO.
The firm,  which is run
as a workers’ co-opera-
tive, is also organising
the supply of seed
presses to farmers
across Britain.
Most recently, the firm

created Brighton’s first
biocab - a normal taxi
converted to take envi-
ronmentally friendly
fuel.
A dedicated environ-
mental activist,
Blooming Futures direc-
tor Mat Bulba has spent
eight years researching
alternative sources of
energy and believes
PPO is the answer.
He believes it is a supe-
rior product to biofuel.
While both are made
from plant oils, the dif-
ference is in the way
they are made.
Pure Plant Oil is, as the
name suggests,  just
pure oil, while biodiesel
requires other chemi-
cals to be added to the
mix. Biodiesel can be
put straight into the
tank, but to use PPO
you must first convert

the engine, which costs
£3,000 for a lorry or
£1,500 for a car.
Mat said: “The problem
with biofuels is that
most are made with
soya and palm oil and
imported from places
such as Brazil and
Indonesia, in some of
the most biodiverse
areas of the world so are
actually not very envi-
ronmentally friendly at
all.
“The beauty of PPO is it
can be produced locally
by local farmers so it not
only has a smaller envi-
ronmental footprint but
also benefits the local
economy.”
Although he is evangeli-
cal about the potential
for PPO, he is also keen
to stress it is not a cure-
all solution.
The cost of converting
an engine is currently
uneconomical  for all
but the heaviest road
users, as PPO fuel is
only marginally cheaper
than diesel, about 91p a
litre.
Mat believes our whole
way of life needs to
change.
He said: “We are going
to have to scale down
the amount of energy
we use. The way we are
living right now is not
sustainable.
“Flying in strawberries
from New Zealand in the
middle of winter, for
example, is unsustain-
able.
“Our whole economy is
underpinned by a
reliance on fossil fuels
and there isn’t one sin-
gle replacement for it.”
Friends of the Earth’s
Tony Bosworth agrees
biofuels are not a magic
bullet to cure our trans-
port woes.
He said: “They are part
of the answer but they
are not the whole
answer.
“They do help to reduce
carbon emissions but
we are simply not going
to be able to produce
enough biofuel to meet
demand. At current lev-
els, the amount of land
you would need to use
for growing rape seed
would mean there was-

n’t enough for growing
food.
“We need to look at
making cars more fuel
efficient and rethink the
way we travel, by walk-
ing, cycling and using
public transport more.”
He said the more likely
alternative to petrol for
transport would be
hydrogen fuel cells but
these would not be
available until at least
2025 to 2030.
He said: “The research
is very much in the early
stages of development
and there are a lot of
technical questions still
to be answered, such as
how we store it and dis-
tribute it.”
Even the founder of two
of Britain’s largest trans-
port firms has
acknowledged we are
heading for disaster.
Virgin boss Sir Richard
Branson has pledged to
plough the profits of Vir-
gin Trains and Crawley
based Virgin Atlantic for
the next ten years into
research into alternative
fuel sources.
The new company, Vir-
gin Fuels, will be heavily
backed by as much as
£1.6 billion during the
next decade.
Announcing the plans,
Sir Richard said the
world had to wean itself
“off our dependence on
coal and fossil fuels”.
He said: “Our genera-
tion has the knowledge,
it has the financial

resources and, as
importantly, it has the
willpower to do so. We
must not be the genera-
tion responsible for
irreversibly damaging
the environment. We
must hand it over to our
children in as near pris-
tine condition as we
were lent it from our par-
ents.”
Environmental groups
have welcomed the
news but sounded a
note of caution.
Mike Childs, head of
campaigns at Friends of
the Earth, said: “Richard
Branson’s train busi-
ness will be an
important part of the
future, encouraging
people to take the train
instead of flying, but the
fast growth in air flights
cannot be maintained
without causing climatic
disaster.
“If Richard Branson is
really concerned about
climate change he
should back growing
calls for the Govern-
ment to bring in a new
climate change law, end
airport expansion and
bring in air fuel tax.”
The Government has
called for five per cent of
fuels sold at petrol sta-
tions to be derived from
renewable sources by
2010. The US has also
set itself the target of
producing 25 per cent of
its fuel from renewable
sources by 2025. 
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